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History 110: A major theme of my early survey is how environment shaped Americans and 

Americans shaped environment. Using lectures, readings, exams, and the final presentation we 

investigated the sustainability of these relationships. Specific concerns included the geographic 

development of slavery and how this agricultural system was unsustainable compared with 

Native American land practices. We also looked at the rise of moral movements following the 

Great Awakening, including transcendentalism, which opposed rapid industrialization. The final 

project was specifically designed to invite student thought about human systems and their 

sustainability. One group was specifically assigned agriculture/land use to consider early 

environmental issues. The class was a success in getting students to consider the human-

environment relationship throughout time. 

 

History 110: American History to 1877 

Fall 2011 

Dr. Kathryn Shively Meier 

Email: meierk2@scranton.edu 

Office: LSC 374 

Office hours: MW 2-3pm, T by appointment 

 
“The mystic chords of memory, streching [sic] from every battle-field, and patriot grave, to every heart and 

hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will 

be, by the better angels of our nature.”  

--Abraham Lincoln 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

As we investigate American History to 1877, we will devote special attention to the themes: war 

and conflict, marginalized groups, and the relationship between humans and nature. Students will 

learn to 1) understand and articulate change and stasis in American history over time and 2) think 

independently and creatively about humans and the systems of which they have been a part.  

 

Historians, like detectives, amass evidence from historical documents and artifacts and then 

construct arguments about how and why things happened and changed over time. This is 

creative, fallible work, and requires endless reexamination as new sources and techniques come 

to light. I invite you to join in this process rather than to sit passively by. Bear in mind, just 

because we strive to understand something does not necessarily mean we condone it.  

 

Professional Conduct: 

Because this is an introductory class, you may be exposed to unfamiliar concepts and methods 

and unexpected challenges; however, professional conduct will be expected at all times.  

 

1) This means respecting me, yourself, your peers, as well as the historical actors we 

investigate by preparing all readings in advance, taking notes, listening carefully, and 

speaking only when appropriate. This classroom is to be a safe and inclusive space, in 

which we learn to “walk a mile” in others’ shoes, whether we agree with them or not.  

 

2) In order to achieve the focus necessary to understand a time and place that are not our 

own, please turn off and put away all electronic equipment—computers, cell phones, 

ipads, head phones, ipods, etc.— during class. If I see your cell phone out, I will take 2 
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points off your next exam, no exceptions! The information the web provides can be 

written by anyone with internet access, whereas in class, I make every effort to provide 

you with current scholarship from actual experts in American history. 

 

3) Because this is a professional setting, all email communications should be in 

accordance with workplace standards, including a salutation and closing. All university 

instructors are referred to as “Dr.” or “Professor.” Please bear in mind that I check my 

email twice daily during business hours (8am-5pm) and very rarely on weekends, 

holidays, or breaks, but I will make every attempt to resolve issues promptly and fairly. 

Just as I agree to answer your emails, you must also check your email regularly to 

receive communications about this class. 
 

4) Performance, not effort, determines your course grade. Though this is an introductory 

class, it is challenging. I reward thoughtful reflection and intellectual rigor above all else. 

There is no extra credit available for this course. Please do not request it. 

  

5) Conduct your intellectual life with ethical integrity. Plagiarism (presenting someone 

else’s words and ideas as your own), collusion, duplicate submission of the same work, 

providing false information, and theft of exams and other materials are serious ethical 

violations that will earn students an F on the assignment or the course and be reported to 

the dean for possible expulsion from the university.  

 

*If you demonstrate a genuine effort to conduct yourself according to these standards, I will 

often be willing to write you a letter of recommendation upon request (if given sufficient 

information and time to complete it). Professional recommendations make our future careers as 

much, if not more, than grades do. 

 

Attendance: 

History is not a set of “facts” but arguments crafted by historians—a reality obfuscated by the 

textbook. The bulk of your exam points come from articulating arguments about key ideas from 

lectures and the books/articles; therefore, it will be exceptionally difficult to pass this class 

without attending every day. Further, your participation grade depends upon your presence. 

 

If you must miss class, you are responsible for contacting a classmate (not me) about any class 

content and announcements given during your absence. Reading the textbook is not sufficient to 

make up for missed material.  

 

If I miss class I should contact ___________________________________________________ 

 

If I miss class I should contact____________________________________________________ 

 

Students with Disabilities: 
In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the 

Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence. If you do not go through the CTLE, I cannot 

accommodate you. Likewise, I can only accommodate students who present me with a CTLE 

letter at least one week before an exam. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (x 4039) 
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or Jim Muniz (x 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, 

see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 

 

Assignments:  
Participation (15%): Students are expected to prepare in advance all readings and participate in 

discussions, as well as conversations that arise during lecture days. Class can only be enjoyable 

when you get involved! I will draw up a seating plan to keep track of your participation.  

 

Reading Quizzes (15%): In my experience, students at the introductory level need a little 

encouragement to complete their readings on time. I highly value the knowledge we produce in 

class discussion and expect to see it on exam answers. Quizzes are multiple-choice, true/false, 

and fill-in format and can only be taken during the first five minutes of class. They cannot be 

made up for any reason, but I will drop your lowest quiz grade at the end of the term. (The only 

exception is the syllabus quiz—if a student joins my course late, the student is required to take 

the syllabus quiz.) 

 

Presentation (10%): In groups, students will assess the sustainability of an American institution 

(e.g. slavery, capitalism, democracy) and how Americans modified this institution over time. A 

visual aid is required. A worksheet with detailed instructions will follow. 

 

Exams (60%): There will be three in-class exams, consisting of IDs and essays, each worth 20% 

of your grade. I will give you a pool of IDs and essay questions in advance from which you will 

be tested. IDs are key concepts and primary sources from lecture—you should note dates, 

descriptions, and arguments about significance as you take notes. Essays focus on the books and 

articles. You must use the required course readings to receive a C- or above. 

 Exams must be taken as scheduled. An abundance of other exams/papers/extracurricular 

activities are not grounds for rescheduling an exam. In fact, there are no grounds for 

rescheduling an exam.  

 Missed exams cannot be made-up. If you miss an exam for any reason (illness, death in 

family, sporting event, hangover, alien abduction, etc.), you must take the cumulative 

final exam to replace it. I do not give make-up exams. No exceptions. 

 The optional final exam is cumulative and will only be offered during the time scheduled 

by the university. 

 If you’re unsatisfied with an exam grade, you may take the final exam and replace your 

lowest exam grade with your score on the final. 

 If you have taken all of the previous exams, the final exam grade cannot hurt you unless 

it is 10 or more points lower than your lowest exam grade. In this case, the lower final 

exam grade will replace the lowest previous exam grade.   

 

Grading: C-range grades indicate that your work is sufficient or satisfactory for the course. B-

range grades reflect above-average work that demonstrates full knowledge of the readings and 

course materials but may reflect a lack of originality of thought. A-range grades show superior 

grasp of all course concepts as well as individuality and creativity. 

 

  87-89=B+ 77-79=C+ 67-69=D+ 

94-100=A 83-86=B 73-76=C 63-66=D 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
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90-93=A- 80-82=B- 70-72=C- 60-62=D- 

 

*After I return a graded assignment, you must wait a full 24 hours before discussing the 

assignment with me. Please take this time to reflect upon the rubric/comments I have provided. 

 

Required Reading/Viewing:  

Movie:  

It is a requirement for this course that you watch the movie “Glory” (1989). If you have seen it 

before, you must view it again in light of the companion article we are reading. If you miss the 

scheduled viewing (TBA), please watch it on your own. 

Books: (any version is acceptable) 

-William Cronon, Changes in the Land, Revised Edition: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of  

New England, ISBN: 0809016346 

-Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin, ISBN: 0743487664 

Electronic Readings: (print and bring to class) 

Fred Anderson, A People’s Army, excerpts (on Angel, our course website) 

The Federalist Papers, selections TBA 

http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers/fedindex.htm 

Joseph T. Glatthaar, “‘Glory,’ the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, and Black Soldiers in the Civil  

War,” The History Teacher, Vol. 24, No. 4, Aug., 1991 on JSTOR (library website) 

Textbook: (the 9
th

 edition is best, but a previous edition may suffice)* 

- Mary Beth Norton et al, A People and a Nation, Brief Edition, Vol. 1, 9
th

 Ed., ISBN:  

0495916226 

*Please use the textbook for dates, definitions, and basic evidence  

 

Schedule  

Week 1: TEXTBOOK (hereafter TB) Ch. 1 

Aug 29 Introduction  

Aug 31 The Kindest People on Earth: Americans and First Contact 

Sep 2 Quiz 1 Syllabus / Discussion (Bring note card to class) 

  

Week 2: READ CRONON, SYLLABUS, TB Ch. 2 

Sep 5 [NO CLASS-Labor Day] 

Sep 7 Lazy, Hazy Days of the Chesapeake 

Sept 9 A Puritan Legacy? 

 

Week 3: READ CRONON, TB Ch. 3 

Sept 12 Did One Man’s Ear Cause Slavery? (The Rest of the Colonies) 

Sept 14 Quiz 2 Cronon / Discussion  

Sept 16 [NO CLASS-Inauguration] 

 

Week 4: READ ANDERSON, TB Ch. 4 and Ch. 5 p. 106-113 

Sept 19 Welcome to Vomit Town: Diversity in Conflict 

Sept 21 Wars for Empire 

Sept 23 Quiz 3 Anderson / Discussion  

 

http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers/fedindex.htm
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Week 5: TB Ch. 5 remainder and Ch. 6 

Sept 26 “If This Be Treason, Make the Most of It”: The Road to Rebellion 

Sept 28 Non Self-Evident Truths: Revolution I 

Sept 30 The Frightening Prospect of Separation: Revolution II 

 

Week 6: TB Ch. 7 and Ch. 8 p. 182-185 

Oct 3 [EXAM 1] 

Oct 5 A Revolution of Compromise: The Constitution 

Oct 7 Honor and Legacy: The Washington Administration 

  

Week 7: READ FEDERALIST PAPERS (TBA), TB Ch. 8 remainder and Ch. 9 p. 204-215 

Oct 10 John Adams and the Emergence of Party 

Oct 12 Mr. Jefferson’s Revolution 

Oct 14 Quiz 4 Federalist Papers / Discussion 

 

Week 8: READ STOWE, TB Ch. 9 remainder 

Oct 17 [NO CLASS-Fall Break] 

Oct 19 Proof Through the Night: The War of 1812 

Oct 21 [NO CLASS] 

 

Week 9: READ STOWE, TB Ch. 10 and 11 

Oct 24 The Invisible War: Seminole Resistance 

Oct 26 The Market Revolution / Morale Reform 

Oct 28 Quiz 5 Stowe through Ch. 22 / Discussion  

 

Week 10: READ STOWE, TB Ch. 12 

Oct 31 King Cotton, King Andrew, and a New Democracy 

Nov 2 Life in Bondage 

Nov 4 Quiz 6 Stowe to end / Discussion  

 

Week 11: TB Ch. 13, 14 

Nov 7 [EXAM 2] 

Nov 9 Jacksonians at War with Mexico 

Nov 11 The Collapse of Compromise / Civil War I 

 

Week 12: SEE “GLORY” 

Nov 14 Group Project 

Nov 16 Group Project 

Nov 18 Group Project 

*Scheduled viewing of “Glory” TBA 

 

Week 13:  
Nov 21 Group Project 

Nov 23-5 Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week 14: READ GLATTHAAR, TB Ch. 15 
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Nov 28 Civil War II 

Nov 30 Quiz 7 Glatthaar / Discussion on Glatthaar and “Glory” 

Dec 2 [EXAM 3] 

 

Week 15: 

Dec 5 Groups 1-5 Presentation 

Dec 7 Groups 6-11 Presentation 

Dec 9 Groups 12-16 Presentation 

 

[FINAL EXAM on date scheduled by university] 
*All changes to this syllabus will be announced in class and posted on Angel. 


